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Climate Change Adaptation is about People
Excerpts from the draft report from the conference on “Adaptation of Forests and Forest Management
to Changing Climate with Emphasis on Forest Health: A Review of Science, Policies and Practices”
Umeå, Sweden, 25-28 August 2008*)
The fourth scientific assessment by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has recently concluded
that global climate change is very likely to be happening,
and to be caused by human activities. Forests are intricately tied to climate change as sources of greenhouse
gases, when they are destroyed, and as sinks for carbon,
when they grow or expand. As large, extensively managed,
long-lived ecosystems on less favorable sites, they respond
sensitively to climatic changes and may become its victims, together with the people that depend on them.
In fact, forests and people are already being affected by
climate change and this impact is likely to accelerate, with
local and global negative consequences. On all continents, increased incidence, duration or severity of abiotic
extremes like fire, storms and drought, and of insect and
disease outbreaks have significantly impacted local forests and, in many cases have also affected the livelihoods
of local populations.
Against this background, about 330 forest researchers,
managers and decision makers from over 50 countries convened in Umeå, Sweden, to present and discuss ideas and
concepts, facts and figures relating to the adaptation of
forests and forestry to climate change. Presentations and
discussions emphasized current and projected impacts, as
well as research, policies and practices that are needed
to enable us to manage healthy, productive forests to meet
future societal needs for the full range of forest goods and
services.
One of the main messages of the conference is that adaptation of forests and forest management to changing
climate is possible, but there is little time for planning and
acting. It has also become obvious throughout the conference that adaptation needs and capacity differ dramatically between developed and developing countries.
In developed countries, issues are of a more technical

Photo: courtesy of Kathy Hopkins, RPF, Victoria, BC, Canada
Keynote panelists from left to right:
Abigail Kimbell, Chief of the USDA Forest Service;
Doug Konkin, Deputy Minister, British Columbia Ministry of Forests;
Balgis Osman Elasha, Higher Council for Environment and
Natural Resources, Khartoum, Sudan

nature, and address concerns raised with respect to the
forest and the forest industry. In developing countries, issues are often more immediate, at the community level,
and are fuelled by conflicts between environmental and
economic objectives. Consequently, a strong need to support forest science and community forestry in developing
countries has been identified.
Conference participants underlined that adaptation and
mitigation research must include socio-economics because the root causes of climate change are linked to behavioral patterns of people and the impetus for change
comes from socioeconomic, not ecological crises. Therefore, it is only by linking the physical drivers to their socioeconomic impacts that scientists can fully inform policy
makers. Bearing that in mind, adaptation and mitigation
can be co-managed into win-win solutions, as mitigation
programs can promote sustainable forestry which, in turn,
should decrease the vulnerability of local populations to
climate change.

*) The conference was organized by the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and IUFRO. On three days prior to the conference, the IUFRO Special Programme
for Developing Countries (SPDC) organized a sponsored workshop on the science-policy interface attended by 22
scientists and decision makers from 18 developing countries.
The conference report has been compiled by Pierre Bernier (FOMR). The final conference report will be used, among
other things, for the work of an Expert Panel of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests whose own report will help inform
the United Nations Forum on Forests on the issues related to adaptation at its next meeting in the spring of 2009. Visit:
www.forestadaptation2008.net
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XXIII IUFRO World Congress
23 – 28 August, Seoul, Korea
Call for Technical Sessions
The IUFRO Congress Scientific Committee (CSC) is now
accepting session proposals for the 2010 Congress. Session
proposals will be accepted that address one or more of
the following Congress themes:

- Forests and Climate Change
- Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Forest Resource
- Forest Environmental Services
- Asia’s Forests for the Future
- Forest Products and Production Processes for a
Greener Future
- Emerging Technologies in the Forest Sector
- Frontiers in Forest and Tree Health
- Forests, Communities and Cultures
- Forests, Human Health and Environmental
Security
Who may submit a proposal?
The Congress Scientific Committee will accept proposals
from all who share an interest in the future of forests and
the themes of the Congress. While not required, we encourage submission of proposals that involve two or more
IUFRO Divisions or Task Forces, and/or organizations not formally associated with IUFRO. We also encourage session
proposals from university students at all levels. Session proposals from non-IUFRO member organizations will also be
accepted but preference will be given to those that are
prepared jointly with IUFRO Divisional units and Task Forces.

XIIIth World Forestry
Congress - WFC
18-25 October 2009
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Second Call for the Submission of Abstracts and Posters:
Deadline Extended to 31 December 2008!
Abstracts may be sent directly online via the corresponding web site or by e-mail. Detailed instructions as well as
the submission form can be found at: www.cfm2009.org
Call for Side Events
Side events will offer participants in the World Forestry
Congress a unique opportunity for wider discussion and
reflection, ensuring dissemination of the message and
creating numerous opportunities for personal contact.
Applications must arrive by 30 November 2008 and only
one application per organizer will be considered. For further
information regarding the organization of Side Events,
contact: Ms Carolina Lavallol, General Secretariat, XIIIth
World Forestry Congress, eventosparalelos(at)cfm2009.org
For further enquiries, please, contact: info(at)cfm2009.org

If assistance is needed to identify appropriate partners
within IUFRO, please contact the CSC Chair at:
jparrotta(at)fs.fed.us
Proposals may be prepared and submitted using the
Session Proposal Form.
The deadline for proposal submission is January 15th 2009.
Criteria for selection.
Session proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by members of the Congress Scientific Committee with primary consideration given to its scientific quality, topical significance,
and relevance to the Congress themes. Other factors that
will be considered are: the involvement of multiple IUFRO
units (Divisions, Task Forces, Research Groups and Working
Parties) and/or non-IUFRO organizations; geographic and
gender diversity of proposed session speakers/presenters;
and the involvement of students and young scientists. Proposals will be evaluated as they are received, so we
strongly encourage submissions well in advance of the
January 15th deadline. Acceptance decisions will be
made no later than January 30th, 2009.
Details on the submission of session proposals and on the
Congress themes: http://www.iufro.org/download/file/
2845/4110/iwc10-csc-call-for-session-proposals.pdf

Call for Applications for the
ICSU Grants Programme 2009
The ICSU Grants Programme supports collaborative
scientific initiatives of relevance to science and society. It
is a competitive, peer-reviewed programme for ICSU
Scientific Unions, Interdisciplinary Bodies, and Joint
Initiatives in collaboration with other ICSU bodies including
Regional Offices.
Proposals for 2009 grants must focus on the themes of the
ICSU Strategic Plan 2006-2011 and should be international
and multi-disciplinary. Projects should involve scientists
across disciplines and national borders, and projects that
promote the involvement of young scientists, women, and
scientists from developing countries are encouraged.
The Programme Statement and Schedule, as well as the
Application Form are available in the Member Zone of the
ICSU web site http://www.icsu.org , and the deadline for
receipt of applications is 1 December 2008.
For ICSU member zone login details, contact the IUFRO Secretariat at: office(at)iufro.org. For general information, write
to Maureen Brennan, ICSU Secretariat: Maureen(at)icsu.org
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36th International Forestry Students’
Symposium, Bulgaria
From August 3 to 17, 2008, a hundred students from the
International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA) met in
Bulgaria for their annual symposium. This major event
brought together 32 local committees of forestry students
from all over the world. For two weeks the students shared
experiences and participated in the 19th General Assembly of the association, during which a new board was
elected. The former board, chaired by the president of the
association, Sylvain Dupire (France), animated the plenary
sessions during these two weeks. The Bulgarian organizing
committee led by Chavdar Zhelev prepared a very diversified and interesting trip to introduce the students to the
country’s natural resources management and, more
broadly, to the local traditions.

IUFRO Benefits Questionnaire
Let us know how you feel about the services IUFRO provides
and fill in the IUFRO Benefits Questionnaire by 10 October
2008. It‘ll take you no more than 10 minutes to answer the
13 questions at: http://www.iufro.org/questionnaire
Your opinion is essential for the scientific progress of our
Union and will also be an important guideline for the IUFRO
Review 2008/09 and the development of the IUFRO
Strategy 2011-2014. Thanks a lot for your kind cooperation!

Publications and Databases
Proceedings of the Conference on Hardwood
Research and Utilisation in Europe

3-4 September 2007 in Sopron, Hungary
Co-sponsored by IUFRO Division 5
Edited by Laszlo Bejo
Published by the Faculty of Wood Sciences at the University of West Hungary
Contact: lbejo(at)fmk.nyme.hu

Proceedings of the Second European Conference on
Hardwood

held on 6 September 2005 in Sopron, Hungary, edited by
Laszlo Bejo, are also available (see above).

CIFOR Occasional Paper No. 49

IFSA students during the 36th International Forestry Students’
Symposium, in Bulgaria. Credit : Michaël Rivoire.

Several lecturers presented some fundamental issues for
forestry and education, under the theme “Forest for the
future”. Among them was Niels Koch (IUFRO Vice-President
for Science) whose presentation concerning the collaboration between IFSA and IUFRO has been strongly appreciated by the students. This was a concrete example of
the interests shared by the two organizations. IUFRO and
IFSA are already linked by a Memorandum of Understanding which provides opportunities for students to attend
IUFRO meetings. Moreover, as an example of IFSA’s will to
exchange with IUFRO, it was decided during the Symposium that the 2010 IFSA symposium would take place in
Korea, simultaneously with the XVIII IUFRO World Congress.
We all hope for a close collaboration during these events.
The new board for 2008-2009 is now presided over by Frauke
Thorade (Germany). We wish them a fruitful and dynamic
year, in collaboration with IUFRO and other professional
partners. Please feel free to contact IFSA for any question,
idea, cooperation during an event and more!
Michaël Rivoire, IFSA-IUFRO Liaison Officer
Contact: michael.rivoire(at)gmail(dot)com

Environmental Governance and the Emergence of
Forest-based Social Movements
By Peter Cronkleton, Peter Leigh Taylor, Devorah Barry,
Samantha Stone-Jovicich, and Marianne Schmink
Published by CIFOR, 2008. Contact: cifor(at)cgiar.org
For the full list of CIFOR Governance Division documents,
please, contact Ms Rahayu Koesnadi:
r.koesnadi(at)cgiar.org

49th Issue of the ETFRN News

The ETFRN News on “Financing Sustainable Forest Management” has been published on the following website:
http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/newsletter/news49/index.html

EFI Policy Brief 2:

Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade –
The European Union Approach
This publication is now available online at:
http://www.efi.int/attachments/publications/
efi_policy_brief_2_eng_net.pdf
Gender and Forestry Database
The Gender and Forestry database is the result of a project
initiated in 2002 as an initiative by the IUFRO Working Party
6.08.01 Gender Research in Forestry. A bibliography was
launched in 2003 and later on converted to this database.
Today it contains more than 1300 references from both
scientific and popular science publications, posters and
multimedia. The aim of this database is to make the subject of gender in the forestry sector more visible.
Contact: Lillemor Lyrén, SLU, Forestry Library, Sweden,
SE 901 83 Umeå, Sweden

Volume 37, issue 9/2008, page 3

News

Imprint

www.iufro.org

IUFRO Meetings

Other Meetings

NOTE: The following list of meetings is just a selection!
For a full list of IUFRO events, please visit our online calendar.
or the homepages of IUFRO Units involved. Non-IUFRO
meetings are also announced on the IUFRO Noticeboard
on our web site.

14-19 October 2008
4th International Conference on Monitoring and Management of Visitor Flows in Recreational and Protected Areas
Montecatini Terme, Italy
The MMV conference provides a forum for experts to exchange ideas and experiences related to the monitoring
and management of visitors in recreational and protected
areas. http://www.mmv4.org

5-8 November 2008
9th Pacific Rim Bio-Based Composites Symposium
Rotorua, New Zealand
IUFRO 5.00.00, 5.05.00
Contact: Libby Stulen, libby.stulen(at)innovatek.co.nz
http://www.biobased-composites.com/
12-14 November 2008
Provoking Change: Strategies to Promote Forest Users in
the Amazon
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia
IUFRO 6.06.01; Contact: Inka Montero,
inka.montero(at)waldbau.uni-freiburg.de ; http://
www.waldbau.uni-freiburg.de/forlive/05_Events/sc.html
16-19 November 2008
Gender Issues in Natural Resources Management – Perception and Experiences in Different Parts of the World
Dehradun, India
IUFRO 6.08.02, F.R.I.
Contact: Siegfried Lewark,
siegfried.lewark(at)fobawi.uni-freiburg.de
http://www.iufrogenderindia.info/
17-20 November 2008
Forest Sector Modeling: State-of-the-Art and Future
Challenges in an Expanding Global Marketplace
Washington, United States
IUFRO 6.09.00 Contact: John Perez-Garcia,
perjohm(at)u.washington.edu ;
http://www.cof.orst.edu/cof/fr/research/tamm/Conference/FSM2008_MainFrame.htm
17-20 November 2008
Tropical Forestry Change in a Changing World
FORTROP II
Bangkok, Thailand
IUFRO 1.02.00
Contact: Ladawan Puangchit, fforlwp(at)ku.ac.th
http://www.forest.ku.ac.th/fortrop2008/
6 December 2008
Forest Day 2, UNFCCC COP 14 Parallel Event
Poznan, Poland
In the course of Forest Day 2, IUFRO, in collaboration with
CIFOR, ICRAF and the World Bank, will organize a crosscutting session on “Adaptation of forests to climate change
– Bridging the gap between knowledge and action”.
http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/
16-20 March 2009
International Forest Biosecurity Conference
Rotorua, New Zealand
IUFRO 7.02.00, 7.03.00
Contact: Andrew Liebhold, aliebhold(at)fs.fed.us
http://forestbiosecurity.com/

16 October 2008
Two events on ethics in cooperation regarding the
management of natural resources, and regarding women
and development
Held in relation with the XII Francophone Summit
Organizer: l’Agence consultative en éthique de la
coopération internationale, ACECI
Québec, Canada
Contact: info(at)aceci.org, http://www.aceci.org
20-24 October 2008
European Forest Week 2008
Brussels, Belgium and Rome, Italy
http://www.EuropeanForestWeek.org
21-24 October 2008
Thirty-fourth Session of the FAO
European Forestry Commission (EFC)
and Sixty-sixth Session of the United
Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE) Timber Committee (TC)
Joint Session held in conjunction with the European Forest
Week in Rome, Italy
Information will be made available on the EFC and TC
websites, as well as on the joint website of the European
Forest Week (http://www.EuropeanForestWeek.org).
4 -7 November, 2008
GEO Forest Monitoring Symposium
Foz do Iguaçu, PR, Brazil
Organizers: Brazilian National Institute for Space Research
(INPE), Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
Contact: secretariat(at)geosec.org
12-13 November 2008
Third ASEM Symposium on Urban Forestry
Guangzhou, China
The symposium will focus on Urban Forestry and Life Quality. A pre-conference tour will be organized on November
11th. Please note that the event is only open to experts
from the 17 Asian and 28 European ASEM member states.
http://www.lknet.ac.cn/%5CasemUF3.doc
13-15 November 2008
Forestry in Achieving Millennium Goals
Novi Sad, Serbia
International scientific conference held on the occasion
of the 50th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Institute of
Lowland Forestry and Environment of the University of Novi
Sad. Registration deadline: November 1, 2008.
Contact: Vladica Galoviy, galovic(at)uns.ns.ac.yu
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